Introduction
Though the dynamics of globalization have been with us for centuries (Wallerstein 1974 , Robertson 2003 , in recent times social consciousness of the centrality of global forces -through exposure to communication technologies, global marketing channels, macro-institutional linkages and changing lifestyles -has been on the rise in most parts of the world. In Europe and India such global consciousness has risen as much as anywhere else. Within the overall welter of forces involved, the interplay of different dynamic aspects of globalization, institutional and cognitive, is here of particular importance and interest. Taking globalization as a set of pervasive forces -economic, cultural and political -transforming patterns of interaction between different collectivities, including 'nation-states', one point of special relevance concerns the institutional dynamics and their impacts on collective identities. These institutional dynamics include processes of state formation as well as of state restructuring, which in both cases entail recurrent formative processes, including the emergence of state-like institutions as in Europe or major restructuring of centre-periphery relations as in India. In turn the impacts of these processes in terms of socio-cultural identities may manifest themselves through shifting conceptions and expressions of self at individual as well as at collective levels, including that of the state, or through a hardening of communal identifications felt to have come under threat.
This chapter explores this interest by pursuing two sets of comparative questions. One is to try and better understand how global forces impinge upon processes of state formation and state restructuring specifically in Europe and India. The focus here is on the changing role and position of the two geo-political entities within the global context and on the patterns of institutional extension and adjustment they display in the face of global challenges. The other and main question is to try and assess how transitions in the role of the state at the global level and modifications in the respective state frameworks impact upon the nature and expression of political orientations and identities. In both the European and Indian cases, therefore, the focus is on the interactions between institutional changes, actual or projected, and the social responses they engender in terms of popular identities or social movements.
In Europe and India today, longer-term political transitions and projections of alternative future political frameworks, at the (sub-)continental as well as at state and regional levels, have been raising expectations, anxieties and queries in terms of collective identities -identities that may be defended, desired or denied. In both cases, questions are also raised as to what is and what should be the identity of the broader entities that are emerging as global players. These processes as well as the contexts within which they occur are distinct and different in a number of important respects in the two cases, even though at times some of the issues put forward may be formulated in surprisingly analogous terms. For various reasons, including precisely the differences involved, it seems useful therefore to venture a parallel discussion of these transitional experiences.
Taking this as a point of departure, any more specific discussion of changing cultural and political identities in Europe or India must confront a multitude of currents and undercurrents in either context. In Europe, both Central and Eastern as well as Western, new assertions of collective identity -nationalist, regional and 'continental' -and new questions about the long-term significance and implications of these assertions have been advanced with increasing vigour in recent years. Central in this complex of different dynamics has been the emergence and expansion of the European Union as a new type of supra-state, partly in operation, partly projected to undertake additional roles and to embrace more member-states. The growth of this body raises vexed questions about what will finally constitute its identity and what will distinguish it from the world around it. In India, key transitions and issues in recent years have included the rise to prominence of the politico-religious movement of Hindutva, seeking to redefine the foundations of 'India', in addition to the continued action and relevance of sub-national 'proto-nationalist' movements in different parts of the country and far-reaching moves towards decentralization. Again, these transitions raise complex questions about India's identity and its key
